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FAB!
Creatively Inspiring Creativity in Broward County

I  
n nearl l  l0 yerr\ Funding Arts Browarrl  (  FAS|) has

| 
.rwarded more than S Lo mil l ion to more thrn 32

! organizations.rnd artr progrrms throughout Brow.rrd

County. FAB!s quest speaks ofesoteric value in a time of

economic downturn, which may seem an unlikelytime to
invest into light, beauty and creativity. Arts however, are

necessaryfor a successful economy and for nourishment

ofthe spirit. According to the most recentArts and

Economic ProsperityStudy,conductedbyAmericans

for theArts, Broward Countys arts and cultural industry

generated $230 million in economic activity, generating
jobs and contributing $22 million in localand state

government revenue.

How this Fablulous idea went from simple brainstorming

and excitement and evolved into action, how it 'sproutedi is

where a good question lies. Who were the originating "knights"

THROUGH FABI's GRANT SUPPORT, WE HAVE

BEEN ABLE TO CONTINUE PRESENTING STELLAR

JAZZ ARTISTS,' SAYS GOLD COAST JAZZ'S

EXECUTIVE DIRECIOR PAMELA DEARDEN

sitting at the initiatory FAB ! roundtable when the 6rst pieces
were placed into an enterprise that has become a pivotal amt in
fundraising for the developing arts scene in Broward County?
And how they did they grow into I 25 strong over the course of
l0 years? From nothing to something ... iti creation!

"Whenwe started,l remernber saying, wow, arcwe reallyall
going to be collaboratingl"' says FAB!Founding Chair Francie
Bishop Good, speaking about her memory ofthe attendees
at the first'ideas" meetingwhich included Broward County
Commissioner Sue Gunzburger, Bonnie Barnett and Erica
Hartman. "Mygoalwas to get arts groups to support each
other, because initially ... people didnl think it was possible. lt

iustwasn't donel'
Respondingto a need created by spending cuts in the

public sector, today FABlfirnds exhibitions such as thoseat
the Museum ofArt I Fort Lauderdale and performances
at Bro*'ard Center for the PerformingArts, and many
smaller, yet critical culrural organizations in Broward County.
Well'known trademark in arts programming such as Art
and Culture Center ofHolllvood, Seraphic Fire, Master
Chorale of South Florida, Coral Springs Museum ofArt,
Symphony ofthe Arnericas and Broward County Film
Society have the dollarmarks ofFAB!"Through FAB !'s grant
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support, we hrve been able tocontinue presenting stellar jazz artists,"

srys GoLl CoastJazzls Executive l)irector Pamela Dearden. "C)ur

mrin strge iizzconcert sedes Jnd free jazz perfbrmances .rre ivaihble

in thewestern areas ofourcommlrnitv in sDacessuch as at the Coral

Springs Museunr ofArt ind the Northwest RegionrlLibrarl '

FABImemtrers are invited to prrticipate regularly in severalartistic

events, such i|s backstage tours at performingarts venues,lnd tours

ofprivate collections in homes throughout South Florida, and ollcn

receptions sponsored bycorporate members- With each individual

tuen1ber coDtributing $ 1,000 annually and corporate members

contributing $-1,500, FABlfinds that many oftheir donorsgivc ONLY

this one charitable gift annually, rnd are very satisfied to know that it

goes in its entirety to arts Programmirg.
The FABlgrant process i[volves two types ofawards: lr general

grant lbr $hich eligible 50 | c (-l) arts orgrnizations cirn apply, irs long

as theirmission is primarily artistic. And recentlythey have extended

the portfolio to include a Knight Foundation grant, which funds a

very specilic area new and innovative works ofarts programming.
"With our funding numbers climbingthrough the years and hitting

their biggest year in 201 I at $255,000 arvarded, FAB!i corporate

members continue to be exceedingly generous,'says FAB! President

Drazia Rubenstein. "ln spring 20 10, BankAtlantic Foundation

contributed $20,000 to fund a children's cultural arts discipline that

wentto 6ve orgaDizations tbr youth- centric programs. We feelvery

supported bysome ofthe large businesses in Broward Countyi Other
corporlte sponsors include Nova Southeastern University and

Northern Trust.

Applications are solicited in earlyOctoberand due inJanuaryfor

the following year offunding. InJanuary through March possible
grantees arescreened and assessed bydisciplioe, the qualityofthe

program, the history ofthe organization, and the budget.A finalvote

is taken inApril, followed by an awards luncheon in May.

Crants have been awarded to organizations and

programmingthroughout Broward County, not just

in the Downtown core. Coral Springs Museum

ofArt at Miramar Cultural Center, and Young At
ArtMuseum in Davic, have bcen .rwarded funds
as well. FAB!grants awi;uds up to a mlrimum of

$ 12,000 to each organization. Kdght-funded grants,

however, follow dillerent criteria and screening; and

only organizations or programs thit ire prcsent or
former generrl grantees are eligible to apply for up to

$50,000 for innovative proiects that have neverbeen

done in Broward County

This year Broward PerformingArts

Foundation, through FABlls Knight "NewWork"

Award, have invited the TreyMclntyre Proiect to

kick ofFAB!i l0,year anniversary. Trcy Mclntyrc

believes in the power ofart and dance to transfornr,

healand enlighten through groundbreaking and

award-winning methods. The company engages
x,ith communities and rudiences across theglobe

every year, coDtinuing the commitnlent to art,

innov.rtron. breaking bound,rr ie\ Jnd \tr ivrng

fbr excellence.lt is thepert'-ect, innovative protect,

the likes ofwhich FAB!seeks to encourage within
Broward rnd wishes to continue to support.

Mclntyre.s group is creatiDg r nen' choreography
for FAB!to be performed onApri l26 rnd 27 rt

Broward Center for the PerformingArts. Earlier thrt

week, the celebrations begin with a FAB I Fun event

at theMuseum ofArt I Fort Lauderdale, where
Mclntyre willbringa few dancers on stage to create

apiece rvhile the rudience watches. From nothing

to something, its creation.

From initirling "knights" to r I 0.ye.rrrnniversrry.

innovative choreography and personal pocketbooks

in support ofarts programming, this story definitely

has the scent ofmystery and heroes. It lives and

thrives in Broward County and the FABlulous

knights ride or\ creating art and generating busmess.
For morc information on howto become

a FAB!member, visit thewebsite at hftp://

fundingartsbroward.org/. @
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